Blackburn Bluffs Preserve

Connecting Wildlife in
Southern Washington County

A signature conservation project by
Northwest Arkansas Land Trust
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Regional Scientific Support

1. The Northwest Arkansas Open Space Plan commissioned by the Northwest Arkansas
Regional Planning Commission identifies the project area as having high value as a wildlife
core and corridor. Blackburn Bluffs received top ranking for its conservation value. These
lands are crucial for wildlife in our rapidly urbanizing region.

2. The Lee Creek Watershed Management Plan identifies the Upper Lee Creek Sub-basin as a
critical area for conservation for the reduction of non-point source pollutants, primarily
sediment which carries high phosphorus loads into streams. High phosphorus means algae
blooms, fish kills, and increased treatment costs and utility bills for people dependent on the
reservoir. Blackburn Bluffs will protect a mile of Blackburn Creek, a tributary to Lee Creek.
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The power to protect nature is in your hands.

Through a generous financial contribution, you will help
Northwest Arkansas Land Trust save this important tract of
wilderness for wildlife and future generations of Arkansans.

Where we stand... b
Contracted Price for Property  $400,000
Due Diligence & Closing 25,000
Stewardship Endowment 75,000
s

Cash on Hand 200,000 |
Funding Gap $300,000 ®,
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Contact

Marson Nance, Director of Land Protection & Stewardship
(479) 966-4666, mnance@nwalandtrust.org
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Your support for Blackburn Bluffs will help us reach
our ambitious 3 year goals.

We need your help. Please join our effort to preserve what you

love about Northwest Arkansas during our Land for Life
campaign.

We've committed to protect an additional 5,000 acres of
critical lands throughout Northwest Arkansas and raise $2.8
million to acquire and steward the landscapes which make
our region special.

HOW WILL LAND BE PROTECTED?

First, we rely heavily on conservation-minded landowners, just as we have for the past 15 years. The vast
majority of high-value conservation land is privately held.

Land owned by the Land Trust is permanently protected as preserves. The Land Trust also sometimes
facilitates the purchase of properties to be owned by a city and permanently protected by a
conservation easement and stewardship collaboration with the Land Trust.

WHERE WILL PROTECTED LANDS BE?
The majority of land protected through this campaign will be in Benton and Washington counties, the

two most rapidly urbanizing counties in Northwest Arkansas. The Land Trust will continue to work with
landowners in all counties throughout our service region.

The Land Trust focuses on landscape-scale conservation, an approach that maximizes public benefit by
protecting whole landscapes. Our priority landscapes protect drinking water, wildlife habitat, local food
and farms, outdoor recreation and scenic resources.

CAMPAIGN INVESTMENTS - $2,800,000

LAND
ACQUISITION
FUND

$1,500,000

The Land Trust works with will-
ing landowners to find a conser-
vation path that works best for
them. This includes land dona-
tions, conservation easements
and other arrangements. In
some cases, however, the only
way to save key properties is to
buy them. Through this cam-
paign, the Land Trust will estab-
lish a land acquisition fund to
quickly act on the purchase of
vulnerable lands.

LAND
STEWARDSHIP
FUND

$500,000

With every project approved by
our Board, we assume the obli-
gation to steward those proper-
ties forever. Annual stewardship
activities include monitoring and
enforcing conservation ease-
ments, managing preserves, in-
stalling and maintaining public
access, and restoring habitat. As
we protect more land each year,
our need for long-term land
stewardship reserves increas-
es.

OPERATING
RESERVE
FUND

$800,000

We are committed to excel-
lence. From providing opportu-
nities for our community to con-
nect with nature; to habitat pro-
tection; to building relationships
and working with partners to
enhance and protect natural re-
sources; and to attract and re-
tain the most talented staff pos-
sible, it takes a reliable stream
of annual resources to maintain
excellence and serve our thir-
teen-county service region.




